TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP

ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

MINUTES OF JULY 11, 2006

TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT, MICHIGAN

Present:  Russell, Parker, Thompson, Gaskell, Colvin and Elbert

Absent:  King

Others:  Briggs, Sullivan

Audience:  10

1. Meeting convened at 7:30 PM.

2. Agenda is approved

3. Minutes of June 13, 2006.  There is a motion by Elbert and seconded to approve the minutes as prepared.  Motion carries 6-0.

4. Communications.  1.  A workshop on Eminent Domain in Grand Rapids Aug 29, 2006.  2.  Summer Evening Zoning Series July 12 and Aug 16 in Greyling.

5. Concerns of the Public.  There is a comment from Diana Hein that Swimmer’s Itch has been reported from the Day Park south toward the cove.

6. Land Maps and Plan.  Sullivan is still working on getting roads added to Future Land Use Map.  The concern is cluttering it up with too much info.  He should have a new map available for the next meeting.  He also passes out the revised Land Use Plan with suggestions given at the last meeting (and other meetings).

7. Public Survey.  Everything is in place and ready to go.  Parker feels there should be some way to identify R1 surveys from PRD areas.  It is decided to use different stamps on the return envelope.

8. Barr’s Forrest.  It is a done deal!  Deed has 40’ x 50’ easement to the township for water tank, if wanted, in the future.

9. Public Hearing on Construction Moratorium is opened.  Comments from Jack Norris and Larry Tomlinson are heard.  Both approve of the idea.  Tim Peterson asks what effect this will have on the Water’s Edge proposal.  Derman’s comments at the last meeting implied that it depends on how far along in the process the application is.  From Briggs, it is stated that the Water’s Edge project has not yet submitted a completed application.  They have been told what they need, but have not yet submitted a revised plan.  It is thought that plans for a project would not be considered very far along in the process.  On the other hand, with permits pulled and earth moved, that would be different.  It is decided to ask Derman to clarify his remarks from the last meeting. 

Becky Norris states the reasons for the moratorium are well explained in the June 13th minutes. She asks if Water’s Edge has an application in?


The resolution is read by Russell.  A Revised copy is also read into the record.  Norris comments that the modified language does help clarify the issue.  The Public Hearing is closed at 8:38 PM.

There is a motion by Gaskell and seconded to accept the following resolution:  Whereas, the Planning Commission for the Township of Torch Lake is in the process of analyzing and restructuring the Torch Lake Township Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance to incorporate State-mandated changes, and to address potential commercial development and the effects such development will have on the Township, and since the Planning Commission intends to diligently work toward the completion of an updated Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance, and Whereas, said Township officials, including the Township Zoning Administrator, have preliminarily indicated that they believe that there are such negative effects which could be harmful to the public health, safety and welfare of Township residents unless appropriate amendments to the Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance are enacted, and Whereas, there has been substantial concern expressed by numerous members of the public to the Planning Commission, Zoning Administrator, and the Township Board that allowing certain commercial developments will be detrimental to their property and their reasonable expectations regarding their places of residence and to the Township’s natural resources, and Whereas the Planning Commission intends to finalize its study and complete the Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance Amendments in the near future:  Now, therefore be it resolved that the Torch Lake Township Board of Trustees hereby imposes a temporary moratorium on the consideration of any commercial development and /or project located within the “C” Commercial Zones within the Township for a period not to exceed six months from the date of adoption hereof.  There is no discussion.  Motion carries 6-0.  Briggs will forward to the County.  The County has 30 days upon receipt to review and return to the Township for the Township Board’s final determination. 

10. A-Ga-Ming.  Representatives from A-Ga-Ming are present to request the PC approve a very minor revision to their plan to upgrade bathrooms in the Club House to be handicapped accessible, in order to comply with State construction codes. After short discussion there is a motion by Russell and seconded to approve this minor revision.  Motion carries 6-0. 

11. Other Concerns of the Commission.  Working Sessions are discussed and it is decided to meet every 4th Tuesday of the month at 4:00 PM to work on the Master Plan, Map and Zoning Ordinance.  These meetings will need to be posted, with the dates being July 25, August 22, September 26, and October 24.

12. With no further business, the motion to adjourn at 9:00PM carries 6-0.

These minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate

Recording Secretary

